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The volume closes with an important document, "Extracts from 
Capt. McKay's Journal — and Others," edited by the superintend- 
ent, Dr. M. M. Quaife. The document, which appears to have 
been put together for the benefit of Lewis and Clark in the winter 
of 1803^1, opens with an account of the Grand Portage on Lake 
Superior and of the routes leading thence into the Canadian 
Northwest. This is followed by accounts of expeditions up the 
Missouri in 1795 and 1796 and by "Notes on the Above Jurnals 
Made by John Hay." These notes include a "Description of the 
Route from Makina to the Interior parts of the North West 
Country by the South Side of Lake Superior ; which Journey or 
Voyage was performed by John Hay and others in the Year 
1794" — a narrative of special interest to the student of early 
Minnesota history. Hay made his way from Grand Portage up 
the St. Louis River and by way of Sandy Lake to the Missis- 
sippi, then down that stream to the Crow Wing, up the Crow 
Wing and Leaf rivers and by way of Otter Tail Lake to the 
Red River, down that stream and up the Assiniboine. Detailed 
information is given about directions, distances, and portages, 
and the journal throws considerable light on conditions of travel 
and transportation in northern Minnesota at the close of the 
eighteenth century. 

Solon J. Buck 

Strong and Woodman Manuscript Collections in the Wisconsin 
State Historical Library (State Historical Society of Wis- 
consin, Bulletins of Information, no. 78). (Madison, the 
society, November, 1915. 22 p.) 

The Keyes and the Civil War Manuscript Collections in the Wis- 
consin Historical Library (State Historical Society of Wis- 
consin, Bulletins of Information, no. 81). (Madison, the 
society, March, 1916. 20 p.) 

In these two pamphlets the Wisconsin Historical Society sup- 
plements its Descriptive List of Manuscript Collections with 
rather full accounts of four large collections of papers recently 
acquired. All these collections have a value that transcends the 
boundaries of Wisconsin, and two of them contain considerable 
material pertinent to Minnesota history. The Moses M. Strong 
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collection covers the years 1825 to 1894 and will, when the proc- 
ess of repairing and binding is completed, comprise over two 
hundred volumes. Strong located in Mineral Point in 1836, and 
from 1838 to 1841 was United States district attorney for Wis- 
consin territory, which included Minnesota east of the Mississippi 
River. He led an active life as a lawyer, politician, surveyor, 
land agent, land speculator, lumberman, miner, railroad promoter, 
and historian, and all these activities are reflected in the papers. 
His operations in land extended into Minnesota, and he was 
connected with various enterprises for the promotion of railroads 
from Lake Michigan to the Mississippi and elsewhere in Wis- 
consin and Minnesota. The papers in the collection relating to 
lumbering furnish a detailed picture of that industry as it was 
conducted in the pine woods of the upper Mississippi and its 
tributaries. The Cyrus Woodman collection is somewhat similar 
in character and of even more interest to Minnesota. It covers 
from 1832 to 1889, and fills 181 volumes. Woodman came to 
Wisconsin in 1844, and he, also, located at Mineral Point. For 
the first eleven years he was in partnership with C. C. Washburn 
in land operations in Wisconsin, Minnesota, and other western 
states. His interests included also lumbering, banking, mining, 
railroad promotion, and politics, and his papers, like those of 
Strong, contain a wealth of material for nearly all aspects of the 
history of the upper Mississippi Valley in the middle of the nine- 
teenth century. 

The papers of Elisha W. Keyes cover from about 1850 to 1910, 
and are of value primarily for the political history of Wisconsin, 
although they undoubtedly contain correspondence with Minne- 
sota politicians. The collection, which fills over a hundred manu- 
script boxes, is not accessible to the public as yet because of the 
confidential character of many of the papers. The Civil War 
collection is a part of the archives of the state, comprising all 
documents found in the governor's vault, "which in any way 
touched upon the activities of Wisconsin . . . during the Civil 
War." It contains about thirty thousand papers and twenty-eight 
bound volumes. This invaluable historical material, which was 
formerly practically inaccessible to students, was turned over to 
the society in 1914, and has been carefully classified and arranged. 
The bulk of it relates to the organization and administration of 
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the army, to relief work, and to military affairs. One group, 
consisting of communications and papers exchanged with depart- 
ments of the federal government and executives of other states, 
doubtless contains Minnesota material. All these collections, and 
especially the first two, should be searched for documents bearing 
on Minnesota history, and a calendar, or better still, photostatic 
copies of such documents should be secured for the Minnesota 
Historical Society. 

S. J. B. 

Life Story of Rasmus B. Anderson. Written by himself with 
the assistance of Albert O. Barton. (Madison, Wisconsin, 
1915. xix, 678 p.) 

The parents of Mr. Anderson were among the early Norwegian 
immigrants to America, coming to this country in 1836. Mr. 
Anderson was born ten years later. This life story, therefore, 
spans almost the whole period of Norwegian immigration. Its 
author has been for a long time a prominent figure among the 
Norwegians in this country, and has been connected in peculiar 
degree with many of the movements in this element. At present 
he is the editor of Amerika, a well-known Norwegian weekly 
newspaper, in the columns of which the present autobiography 
appeared. He has been professor of Scandinavian languages 
and literature at the University of Wisconsin, and from 1885 
to 1889 he served as United States minister to Denmark. Mr. 
Anderson has been particularly eminent as a writer. Appended 
to the present work is a bibliography of his writings which lists 
between forty and fifty items. The best-known of these are 
perhaps Norse Mythology, Viking Tales of the North, America 
not Discovered by Columbus, and The First Chapter of Nor- 
wegian Immigration. The latter deals with the period 1821-40, 
and, though somewhat verbose and in parts uncritical, is of much 
value. As a translator Mr. Anderson has turned into English 
some seven volumes of the writings of Bjornstjerne Bjornson, in 
addition to Winkel Horn's History of the Literature of the 
Scandinavian North, Rydberg's Teutonic Mythology, and other 
works. He is also the editor of the sumptuous Norrcena Library, 
in sixteen volumes, and the four-volume edition of the Heims- 



